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NOTE FROM MANAGING TRUSTEE, FFE INDIA TRUST 

 
Dear Friends, 
 
On behalf of the entire FFE family, I would like to wish you a 
wonderful 2020 and beyond. FY 2019-20 is a milestone year for 
FFE as we celebrate 25 years of creating impact through financial 
and other assistance to gifted students. We have much to celebrate 
in our Silver Jubilee Year- over 20,000 young lives directly 
impacted, in excess of 50,000 scholarships disbursed amounting 
to Rs. 165+ Crores.  FFE’s Founders- Dr. Prabhu Goel and Mrs. 
Poonam Goel participated in several events in the last 3-months in 
India, detailed in this edition commemorating our silver jubilee. 
 
FFE’s  25 year journey has been long, sometimes arduous, challenging, insightful, and compelling while also 
being exciting, satisfying and impactful.  While we strive to make a difference to the maximum number of 
young individuals, we have been conscientious in being focused and ensuring that our intervention has lasting 
impact on the student and his/her family.  FFE’s own alumni- through their generous ‘giving’ to both FFE and 
their communities are a true testament to the success and impact of the program. They also serve as a 
reminder that we must strive to do more each year, so that this growing community of budding Engineers, 
Doctors, Entrepreneurs and thought leaders in turn can bring positive change in their own ecosystems and 
beyond. 
 
Today, FFE’s impact extends beyond its flagship scholarship program.  The soft skills training program 
preparing students for their careers combined with the mentoring program, have created more confident, 
self-assured and purposeful scholars who are driven to seek the best opportunities available for success, 
serving as ‘role models’’ for the next generation of students and others to follow. 
 
I am thankful to all of you for participating in this exciting journey with us- many of you having done so for 
more than a decade. Our dedicated and committed community of volunteers- FFE’s FACILITATORS- have 
made this journey of impact and growth possible, creating a robust program throughout India. Our committed 
and dedicated India team, led by FFE India Trust’s dynamic COO Sandhya Manoj, have been key to the 
successful implementation of all our programs. 
 
As we start the new year and the next decade of FFE, we need your support and participation more than ever 
before, so that the organization can scale and help the most gifted students from constrained financial means 
succeed despite the odds they face. Your support is invaluable to us: funding FFE’s scholarship program, 
enrolling as a mentor, supporting the skills program, enrolling FFE in your company’s matching donation 
program, and providing opportunities for learning/internships/ projects are some of the myriad ways to 
support us.  
  
As always, we will approach the challenges that 2020 brings with the same determination, focus, and 
willingness to innovate that has served us well in the past. Happy New Year, everyone. We look forward to 
another year of growth, new initiatives and partnerships, and your enthusiastic participation. 
 
With best wishes, 
 
Sudha Kidao 
Managing Trustee 
FFE India Trust 
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News & Events 

 
I. FFE’s Open House 
 

FFE hosts a series of Open House events each year to meet and interact with its key stakeholders - scholars, 
facilitator and alumni.  As part of its 25th Anniversary celebration, FFE hosted 3 Open House events in 
November 2019 across the country. FFE’s Founders or Trustees participated in these events - including 
Bangalore, Chennai and Gandhinagar. They met close to 800 scholars during the 3 Open house events 
combined, awarded 456 scholarships amounting to Rs 1.66 Crores at these events.  Of these 301 were 
engineering scholarships and 155 were medical scholarships. 

 
FFE Open House – IIT-Gandhinagar, Gujarat, 9th November 2019 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    Mr. Venktesh Shukla (Ex-President FFE), Dr. Sudha Kidao (Managing Trustee, FFE)  
    and Ms. Sandhya Manoj (COO, FFE) along with    representatives from Ingersoll Rand  
    India Ltd.  and FFE scholars supported by them at FFE’s Open House, IIT-Gandhinagar 

 
FFE’s Open House hosted at IIT-Gandhinagar on 9th November 2019 was attended by 140 participants. Mr. 

Venktesh Shukla, FFE India Trust -Trustee and Ex-President 
FFE, Dr. Sudha Kidao, Managing Trustee FFEIT and Ms. 
Sandhya Manoj, COO FFEIT, awarded scholarship cheques to 
qualifying scholars at the event. Attended by FFE’s 
stakeholders, the event provided an opportunity to felicitate 
FFE’s volunteers- Facilitators from in and around Gujarat 
with Certificates of Appreciation for their dedication and 
commitment to the mission. FFE scholar leaders designated 
Student Co-Ordinator’s were also awarded Leadership 
Certificates for demonstrating their leadership skills and 
commitment to FFE.  

 Mr. Venktesh Shukla, FFE India Trust -Trustee and  
 Ex-President FFE awarding scholarship cheques 
 – IIT Gandhinagar 

 
Mr. Venktesh Shukla shared his experiences with FFE    alumni, who were shining examples and role models, 
who make a positive difference to their communities and beyond. His key message to students was that 
everyone can make a difference to others in this world through their positive actions, however difficult the 
circumstances. 
 
 
 
Also participating at the event were representatives from 
FFE’s donor partners Ingersoll Rand India Limited and S&P 
Capital IQ (India) Private Limited.  Awarding of scholarship 
cheques to sponsored scholars followed by an interactive 
session with them provided an unique opportunity for 
students to interact with their donors.    
     

Representatives from S&P Capital IQ (India) 
Private Limited present the scholarship cheque to 
one of their beneficiaries - Manasvi Dobariya. 
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FFE Open House – Bangalore, 14th November 2019 
 

 
FFE’s founders Dr. Prabhu Goel and Mrs. Poonam Goel presenting scholarship cheques and felicitating volunteer 

facilitator Ms. Vasanthi Savanur (extreme right) – PES University, Bangalore 

 
 
FFE conducted its Bangalore Open House on 14th November at PES University. FFE Founders Dr. Prabhu 
Goel and Mrs. Poonam Goel   along with Ms. Minoo Gupta, President FFE US, Dr. Sudha Kidao, Managing 
Trustee FFEIT and Ms. Sandhya Manoj, COO FFEIT participated in the Bangalore Open House. With over 
400 participants from FFE’s student fraternity, the event also witnessed the participation of FFE’s 
dedicated facilitators, alumni and donors. 
 
Dr. Prabhu Goel addressed the gathering inspiring the audience with his journey and his vision for FFE. 
The event saw scholarships being awarded, student leaders being presented leadership certificates and 
facilitators and alumni being felicitated for their contributions to the Foundation. 
 
The open house was attended by representatives from FFE’s partners, A World of Opportunity (AWOO) 
Foundation, Ingersoll Rand Technologies & Services Private Ltd., Indus Ind Bank and Carl Bechem 
Lubricants India Private Limited. Donors awarded scholarships and interacted with the scholars 
supported by them.  
 
Ms. Meenakshi Nagwekar from AWOO Foundation conducted an interactive session for the Indus AWOO 
scholars. Facilitators had the opportunity to interact with Dr. Goel during a session especially organized 
for them. 

 

 
Dr. Sudha Kidao, Managing Trustee FFEIT, Ms. Sandhya Manoj, COO FFEIT and Ms. Minoo Gupta, President FFE USA, with FFE 

scholars who were awarded scholarships – PES University, Bangalore 

 
  
 

FFE Open House – Chennai, 19th November 2019 
 
FFE’s Chennai Open House held on 
19th November 2019 at MIT, marked 
the last of FFE's events for 2019. Over 
430 participants, including scholars, 
facilitators, donors and alumni 
packed Raman Hall at MIT. FFE's 
founders Dr. Prabhu Goel and Mrs. 
Poonam Goel had yet another chance 
to meet with as many participants as 
possible.  
 

FFE’s founders - Dr. Prabhu Goel & Mrs. Poonam Goel, Dr. Sudha Kidao  
(Managing Trustee, FFE) and Ms. Sandhya Manoj (COO, FFE) along with FFE scholars  
from MIT Chennai. 



4 
 

Dr. Prabhu Goel had a separate interactive session with the volunteer Facilitators and had the opportunity to 
thank them for their contributions and to hear their ideas. Dr. Prabhu Goel in his address, referred to FFE's 
donor Vinod Bharadwaj (https://lnkd.in/fZ2dfRm), as a source of inspiration, using his exemplary life of 
hardship and success as an example to inspire and emulate. Professor Thyagarajan, Dean -MIT Chennai, in his 
address reminded scholars of the importance and their responsibility to society as scholarship recipients, 
FFE’s role in their education and encouraged them to honour the “pay-forward” model to support students in 
the future. 
 

 

   
Dr. Prabhu Goel along with FFE’s volunteer Facilitators (L) and Alumni (R) – MIT, Chennai 

 
FFE founders along with Dr. Sudha Kidao, Managing Trustee FFEIT, Ms. Sandhya Manoj, COO FFEIT and senior 
leadership from FFE’s partners KLA-Tencor and Ingersoll Rand Technologies & Services Private Ltd. awarded 
181 scholarship cheques amounting to Rs. 62 lakhs at the Open House. Student coordinators, Facilitators and 
Alumni were also felicitated during the event for their outstanding contributions. 

 

   
Dr. Prabhu Goel and Mrs Poonam Goel presenting scholarship cheques – MIT, Chennai 

 
 
 

II. FFE’s Silver Jubilee Celebrations 
 
 
To mark its 25th year anniversary, FFE hosted a Celebration 
on 16th November 2019 at The Leela Palace, Bangalore. The 
event brought together FFE’s corporate and individual 
donors, its facilitators, alumni, board members and FFE’s 
team   to celebrate 25 years of the organization’s 
accomplishments while reaffirming its commitment to its 
mission to Transform.  
 
 
 
 

The Board members - (L-R) Dr. Sudha Kidao, Managing Trustee FFEIT, FFE’s Founders Mrs. Poonam Goel and Dr. Prabhu Goel, Mr. 
Venktesh Shukla (Ex-President FFE), Ms. Minoo Gupta, President FFE US and Dr. Rishikesha T Krishnan, Trustee, FFEIT at the 
silver jubilee celebrations - Bangalore 

 
 

https://lnkd.in/fZ2dfRm
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A retrospective video, reminiscing 25 years of FFE and its accomplishments 
enthralled the audience.  FFE’s founder Dr. Prabhu Goel shared with the 
audience his personal journey that lead to the inception of the foundation. 
This journey was also featured as an article, in Bangalore Mirror.  
 
Dr. Goel also shared his vision for the organization and appealed to the 
stakeholders to continue to support this impactful work. During the event, 
several donors, facilitators and alumni were felicitated and awarded 
Certificates of Appreciation for their invaluable support and contribution 
towards supporting FFE’s mission.  

     Dr. Prabhu Goel felicitating Mr. Suresh Seshan, first Managing Trustee, FFE India Trust 

 
 

 

               

  
 

Speaking on the occasion, Chief Guest, Mr. Narayan Ramachandran, Co-Chairman Unitus Capital applauded 
the efforts of the organization and congratulated its donors and volunteers for their role in steering the 
organization to the path of exemplary service. In his address, Mr. Narayan elaborated on 3 stories that over 
time had large scale impact on the community, as a result of perseverance and belief that it would be impactful. 
The evening concluded with enthralling music by, ‘SubraMania’.  
 
 
 

     

 
 
 
 

Chief guest Mr. Narayan 
Ramachandran, Co-Chairman 
Unitus Capital, addressing the 
audience, at the silver jubilee 
celebrations – Bangalore 
 

FFE’s Founder Dr. Prabhu Goel, shares 
his personal journey that led to the 
inception of FFE, at the silver jubilee 
celebrations - Bangalore 
 

FFE’s COO Ms. Sandhya Manoj 
welcoming the distinguished guests 
at FFE’s silver jubilee celebrations - 
Bangalore 
 

Dr. Prabhu Goel presenting the certificate 
of appreciation to Mr. Annadurai 
Elangovan, SVP, Global Head - Cognizant 
Infrastructure Services, at the silver jubilee 
celebrations - Bangalore 

 
 

Dr. Prabhu Goel presenting the 
certificate of appreciation to FFE’s 
facilitator Ms. Hema Deshpande at 
the silver jubilee celebrations - 
Bangalore 
 

Dr. Prabhu Goel presenting the 
certificate of appreciation to FFE’s 
alumnus Mr. Ramachandran 
Chidambaram, at the silver jubilee 
celebrations - Bangalore 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1agg1uIM2R0z5akeeT-w6owY2lCYLPj4b/view
https://bangaloremirror.indiatimes.com/bangalore/others/giving-through-education/articleshow/72405962.cms
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III. Community Outreach
 
Mentorship Program 
 
FFE’s In house Mentoring program provides a 
platform for employee engagement with FFE’s 
scholars. It is an opportunity for corporate 
employee volunteers to engage as mentors and help 
the "first generation" scholars become confident 
and decisive individuals. The mentoring program 
has helped provide FFE scholars access to industry 
experts who they may not have been able to meet 
otherwise. Mentors in turn have been able to 
provide scholars new and unique perspectives 
about skills required for a successful career.   

 
The impact and success of the mentoring program 
supported by corporates in the past has resulted in 
new corporates participating in the program. This 
includes Capgemini Technology Services India Pvt. 
Ltd., Cargill Business Services India Pvt. Ltd., 
Randstad India Pvt. Ltd. and Pesti Foundation, who 
support the FFE Mentoring program, financially 
and/or through volunteer mentors.  

 

 

Here are thoughts penned by a mentor-mentee pair. 

 

 

Raghav Jain (FFE Mentor) 

Software Developer, Intel India Pvt Ltd., Bangalore 

 

“Kedar is the second FFE 
scholar I mentored. Like the 
first time around, this was 
also a great learning 
experience. My mentee is a 
bright student and his 
aspirations and challenges 
reminded me of my journey 
as a student. It was delightful 
to share my personal 

experiences and examples and was happy to find 
similar examples in the course content. I wish my 
mentee the very best in all his future endeavours.” 

 
 

 
 

Kedar Mahadev Swami (FFE Mentee) 
4th year Engineering Scholar 
National Institute of Technology, Warangal 
 

“The mentoring program 
was very helpful to me in 
many ways, especially in 
Campus interviews. I have 
learnt many skills from my 
mentor like etiquette and 
interpersonal skills. I got 
to know how an 
organization works after a 
couple of mentoring 

sessions. During campus placements, my mentor 
motivated and guided me.  After completion of the 
sessions, we continued talking on various topics and 
this helped me in coping with my college life. I will 
always cherish the relationship with my mentor and 
thank him for his wonderful guidance.” 
The mentee has been employed at Samsung 
Semiconductor India R&D - Bangalore, with a 
handsome remuneration. 
 
  

 

Skill Development Program 
 
The FFE Skills Training Program funded by the 
Michael and Susan Dell Foundation (MSDF) is in its 
third year of implementation and has helped 
students acquire soft skills and competencies along 
with technical re-skilling.  
 
Currently, 1238 students from the second-year 
engineering cohort have enrolled in the English 
program. Of this, 604 are being trained using the 
Kings Learning program, while 634 have been 
assigned to Hello English. In the third-year 
Engineering cohort of 909 students, 550 students 
are enrolled in the Coursera program for Technical 
Upskilling while 346 3rd year students are 
participating in the Hi-Touch English training 
program, by eAge Tutors. 319 students from the 
fourth-year Engineering cohort are undergoing 
training in Mock Interviews offered by Ethnus.  
 
Of the graduating class of 909 Engineering scholars 
who graduated in June 2019, 657 (72%) students 
have gained employment while 158 (17%) students 
have opted to pursue their higher education. Others 
continue to seek employment opportunities. 
 
 
Trainee Testimonial 

 
Dhivya Dharani Saravanakumar 
2nd Year Engineering Scholar 
 Government College of Technology, Coimbatore 
 
“Hello English is an amazing 
and wonderful app to learn 
and develop English skills 
and knowledge. As 
compared to other learning 
apps, Hello English adapts 
its content based on my 
learning level. I do my 
homework regularly and try 
to use the app for 30 minutes 
daily. Since the usage of this app, my communication 
and vocabulary skills have improved substantially. It 
also helps me with my studies and interview skills. I 
am really grateful to the Foundation For Excellence 
for providing this opportunity.” 
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IV. Corporate Workshop 

 

FFE–BOSCH Scholarship Award Event 
 
 

 

Ms. Shilpa Deodhar, CSR Head, Robert Bosch Engineering and 
Business Solutions, Ms. Niveditha Nishanth, Manager - FFE 
Mentoring Program, Ms. Thiruppavai K, Senior Manager – FFE 
Donor Relations, along with FFE scholars supported by Robert 
Bosch - Bangalore 

 
 

Robert Bosch Engineering and Business Solutions 
(RBEI) organised an exclusive event in Bangalore 
on 5th December 2019, to award scholarship 
cheques in person to   the scholars under their 
sponsorship during FY 2019-20. The Robert Bosch 
team reminded students of the ‘Circle of Giving’ and 
to recognize the generosity of scholarship awards 
and to give back to support other students like 
them. Ms. Shilpa Deodhar, CSR Head, Robert Bosch 
Engineering and Business Solutions, addressed the 
students and stressed the importance of having a 
positive attitude and how this would go a long way 
in helping the students achieve their goals.  

 
 

Voice of Scholars 
 

I. Current Scholar  
 

Vamsi Krishna Appili 

B.E,  4th Year 

Madras Institute of Technology, Chennai 

 

Vamshi hails from 

Tiruvalluvar district in 

Tamil Nadu.  He is currently 

pursuing his Aeronautical 

Engineering at MIT- 

Chennai and is an active 

member of the CASR, 

(Centre for Aerospace 

Research) group. He is involved in various research 

projects here and has participated and won 

competitions such as Australia’s UAV Challenge and 

Drone Olympics. 

 

“My father is an accountant in a clothing store; he 
works part time in 3 shops, to earn enough to support 
our family. In this kind of a situation it was a 
challenge for my family to pay my fees. I sincerely 

thank my Donor – Oracle and FFE, for helping me 
overcome this financial hurdle.  

I am privileged to be a part of 
FFE Family, and I promise to be 

an active member of the FFE 
community in the future too 

 
FFE not only supported me financially every year but 
also helped me first through the AMCAT exam, 
followed by Spoken English training by En-Guru. I 
have worked very hard to ensure that I measure up to 
the trust that FFE has placed in me. Whenever I have 
time to spare, I spend it in the labs. Right from my 
second year of engineering, I have constantly worked 
in research projects at the CASR (Centre for 
Aerospace Research), alongside project associates.  
 
I am privileged to be a part of FFE Family and I 
promise to be an active member of the FFE 
community in the future too.  I would like to 
contribute in the best possible ways to FFE so I can 
help other students like me.” 
 

 
II. Alumnus 
 

Mr. Raghu M J 
Bengaluru, Karnataka 

 
FFE Alumnus Raghu M J is a R&D Software Engineer 
at Broadcom Communication Technologies Private 
Limited, Bengaluru. He completed his B. Tech 
(Electronics & Communication) in 2008 from BMS 
College of Engineering, Bangalore. Raghu was 
instrumental in introducing FFE to Broadcom’s CSR 
program. Broadcom is today FFE’s corporate 

partner, contributing 
annually to the Scholarship 
program. 
 
 
Ms. Paula Golden, President 
Broadcom Foundation and FFE 
alumnus Mr. M J Raghu at 
Broadcom, Bangalore 
 

 
“I was associated with Pragati Educational 
Foundation, who had offered me financial support 
and timely technical guidance during my Pre-
University studies. Having secured a good score in 
entrance exams, my wish to earn a Bachelor’s degree 
in Engineering was facilitated by Mr. Tej Kumar 
Arora through FFE scholarships from 2004 to 2008. 
Along with financial support, his mentorship meant a 
lot in achieving my goals including graduating with 
a bachelor’s degree, a master's degree in 2014 from 
Manipal University later and a satisfying professional 
career. Though I chose to stay in Bangalore, 
opportunities were abundant all around the world. 
Credit is due to FFE (the whole team) for 
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transforming a student into a successful professional 
who is capable of supporting more of his/her kind. 
The journey so far has not only changed my personal 
experience but has also demonstrated to me how 
selfless, a lending hand can be. 
 

Credit is due to FFE (the whole 
team) for transforming a 
student into a successful 

professional who is capable of 
supporting more of his/her kind 

 
 FFE’s Founders, Facilitators, other volunteers etc. 
are a model for social responsibility. I am fortunate 
that I am surrounded by like-minded people at the 
company I work for, Broadcom. Broadcom too is 
engaged in supporting engineering students through 
grants to the Foundation For Excellence. I feel 
blessed!” 
 

 
 

Volunteer Speak 
 

Ms. Mamta Singh 

FFE Facilitator 

Muzzafarpur, Bihar 

 

Mrs. Mamta Singh is a 
social worker and her 
experience is rooted in 
working with young and 
vulnerable people from all 
backgrounds. She works 
along with a core group of 
10-12 trained community 
women volunteers who 
reach out and set up child and adult safety circles, 
bringing together local community leaders to share 
knowledge, and to build mutual trust and 
accountability of government officials through 
collaboration. 
 

I am determined to help as many 
students as possible get access to 

professional education so that 
they can have a better future 

 

She is actively involved in social work in both the 
public and private sector. She has worked closely 
with Centre DIRECT for more than 2 decades on 
projects like Mahila Shanti Sena, Literacy Campaign 
at District level, Bihar Educational Campaign, 
Training of Adolescents, Computer Training of 

Adolescent, Legal Awareness campaign with 
District Legal Authority Services, etc. 
 
Mrs. Mamta has been an active FFE volunteer 
Facilitator since 2005, for almost 15 years.  Her 
commitment to identify bright and deserving 
students across Bihar, from financially constrained 
backgrounds, to begin their journey of education 
has seen her recommend over 30 students from 
Bihar. She is highly motivated and says, “I am 
determined to help as many students as possible get 
access to professional education so that they can 
have a better future.” 
 
 
 

Donor Feature 
 
Mr. Sandeep Sen & Mrs. Sagarika Sen, 
Munich, Germany 

 

Sandeep 
and 
Sagarika 
Sen are both 
Chartered 
Accountants 
who have 
been 
generous 
donors to 
FFE for 
more than 5 years. Currently they are sponsoring 
the education of 16 students - all women. 
Supporting the education of women scholars is a 
strong area of interest and focus for the Sens’. 
 
Residents of Munich, Germany, Sandeep has been 
working for a German multinational for more than 
25 years, starting his career in Mumbai, and then 
working in a wide range of roles in India, UK, 
Singapore and Germany. Sagarika is also an artist 
and illustrator and actively pursues her passion 
even in Germany, though not for commercial 
purposes. 

The biggest satisfaction comes 
when these students, 

particularly girls, become self-
sufficient and no longer need 

donor support 

Sandeep and Sagarika have been giving back to 
society in various ways and the FFE contribution is 
one of them. “We have been very impressed with the 
professional approach of FFE in the selection, 
nurturing and the placements of the deserving 
candidates at the right places. The biggest 
satisfaction comes when these students, particularly 
girls, become self-sufficient and no longer need donor 
support” they proudly state. 
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Connect With Us 
 

Scholarships: scholarships@ffe.org | 98450 71735 

Donors: donorsupportindia@ffe.org | 91085 21390 

Mentorship: mentorship@ffe.org | 88613 39555 

Skill Development & Placements: ffe_training@ffe.org |80957 77477 

Alumni: alumnirelations@ffe.org | 99000 76281 

Editor: prarthana@ffe.org | 99000 76281 

www.ffe.org| Facebook | LinkedIn | Donate 
 

Foundation For Excellence India Trust 
#840, MHT House, 1st Floor 

5th Main, Indiranagar 1st Stage, Bengaluru 560038  
adr@ffe.org | +91 (080) 2520 1925 

 

 
Dr. Prabhu Goel along with volunteer facilitators – PES University, Bangalore 

 

 
FFE’s alumni, at the silver jubilee celebrations – The Leela Palace, Bangalore 

 

 
Dr. Prabhu Goel, Mrs. Poonam Goel, Dr. Sudha Kidao, Ms. Minoo Gupta and Ms. Sandhya Manoj, along with the FFE team  

– PES University, Bangalore 

http://www.ffe.org/
https://www.facebook.com/FoundationForExcellence/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/3776182
https://ffe.org/donate/

