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Foundation For Excellence Newsletter (Vol 03-2017)

President’s Message

The past few months have been busy as momentum gains for the FFE cause. Social media excitement
has also built up. After six successful events, thanks to the support of our current board members, team,
donors and volunteers in Bay Area and having launched the NYC Chapter officially, we are on a roll. The
events have helped raise awareness for over 7000 people in the Bay Area and to several thousand
globally via social media. FFE encourages current and new supporters to help amplify this momentum
and build an ecosystem to help future FFE scholars by organizing local events in their
communities. Thank you for your generous support, Minoo Gupta.

FFE Mission Our mission is to help exceptionally talented but poor students in India become doctors, engineers, and
computer scientists. FFE awards scholarships to recent high school students who have overcome the adversity of their
family's circumstances to be among the top rankers in national/state level common entrance tests.

Events and More One of the ways FFE engages with the community is by organizing events; a great way to mingle
with other FFE supporters while at the same time having fun.

June 18th: A musical evening, Yaadein, attended by over 300 people,
was held at ICC Milpitas. The event was organized with the help of long
term volunteer Pradeep Joshi along with renowned artists Sudhir
Aravindan, Urmi Joshi, Nikita Parikh, Upendra Kaul and their
band.Tribute was paid to timeless Bollywood classics from 1940 to
2017. From K L Saigal to Arijit Singh, from Lata Mangeshkar to Shreya
Ghoshal, it was a musical medley in keeping with the theme of Yaadein.
Our president, Minoo Gupta, shared FFE’s progress. FFE is grateful to
ICC who helped make the event a success.

June 24th: FFE board member Dr. Sanjaya and his wife, Norma Kumar,
hosted an interactive evening at their home for FFE Alumni and Young Professional Advisory group (YPAG) members as
well as donors and volunteers. This was the first such get together in Silicon Valley with a focus on networking amongst
Alumni, Volunteers, Board members, donors and local entrepreneurs. The Keynote speaker, Dr. Sanjay Shrivastava,
talked about the future of education and ways of imparting knowledge to students. FFE is grateful to our hosts for
arranging such a fun-filled evening.

June 24th: FFE Founder Prabhu Goel and President, Minoo Gupta, officially launched the New York Chapter. It was
attended by ten local leads who shared a common enthusiasm for the FFE cause. They bubbled with ideas on how to

create momentum and spread awareness and as we go into

https://ffe.liveimpact.org/contacts/liu/31/crmuser/manage/9923/0/[webversion]
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create momentum and spread awareness and as we go into
the press, have already had their first team meeting to further
the FFE cause in their region.

July 9th:
FFE

participated in Sevathon, a large social and service platform. Held at
the San Jose park, Sevathon recognizes, supports, and nurtures a
spirit of giving by empowering individuals of diverse backgrounds to
unite and strengthen their communities. Walkers, runners, non-
profits, sponsors, family members and friends comprise the
Sevathon family, enabling non-profit organization partners to deliver their message and further their cause. Over 2,000
individuals participated in this event. Dedicated FFE volunteers educated visitors about the organization. The YPAG team
walked the ramp spreading FFE’s message.

August 3rd: Long time FFE donor, Jag Kapoor, organized the annual Bonfare Golf tournament at Silver Creek Country
Club, to support  FFE and other Non Profit organizations. FFE volunteers helped make the event a success. FFE
President, Minoo Gupta, shared achievements and created an awareness of FFE’s work while FFE Alumni, Ranjith,
shared his story with tournament participants. FFE thanks Bonfare organizers and supporters for their generous donation
of $50K towards FFE scholarship funds.

August 5th: 5000 visitors enjoyed culture and food from India,
at Dilli Haat, an event in which FFE participated. Visitors at the
booth learned about FFE from volunteers. Thanks to donor
Anita Mehta’s creations on display, our booth attracted even
more visitors than we expected.

August 12th: IITK alumni gathering at a park in New
Jersey. Ashutosh Aman, from the New York chapter, attended
the event organized by senior IIT alumni. Apart from speaking
about the organization with attendees, he liberally spread the
word about FFE, handed out brochures and made volunteer
requests. There was a lot of curiosity and interest. He even
met founder Prabhu Goel's former room mate from college!



9/1/2017 EMAIL PREVIEW

3/4

Upcoming Events

September 24th: The 2017 Silicon Valley gala will be held at Crowne Plaza, Palo Alto from 5:00 to 9:00 PM. In keeping
with FFE’s tradition of excellence, this year Nitish Bharti, India’s top sand artist, will be recognized and our keynote
speaker is FFEIT Board member Prof. Rishikesha Krishnan. The event promises to be another fun-filled FFE evening,
with Kathak dance performance by The Leela Dance Collective and music by Anis Chandani during Cocktail and
Reception. Join us to support future FFE scholars at the event or donate online towards the cause. Please use
hashtag #FFESV2017 to spread the word on social media and follow FFE on Facebook, Twitter and LinkedIn

Oct 4th: New York chapter member and volunteer, Sona Mehra, is organizing a lunch event in Connecticut, at the
Greenwich Rotary Club. The focus will be on creating awareness of FFE’s work as well as fundraising among local
residents.

Oct 15th: As part of FFE awareness campaign, Shree Yogi Mahendraji will be leading a Yoga session at ICC
Milpitas Community Center in California at 9:30 AM.

For inquiries about any event, please email us at eventregistration@ffe.org or call us at 408.985.2001.

How to get Involved: In addition to donation towards one or more scholars, we have lots of opportunities for
volunteers in roles ranging from marketing, operations, event management and coordination. Please send us an email at
vishala@ffe.org to learn more.

FFE is all about community building and a large part of our success is because of personal stories. The editorial team is
keen on sharing these stories so if you have any nuggets you want to share, please email us and our volunteers will get in
touch with you.

FFE Management Team 

The entire team has been working diligently to make sure that your interaction with FFE is a memorable experience for
you. We are here to answer your questions about your scholars, your tax receipt, your contact via tel. or meeting with your
scholars, upcoming FFE events, volunteering opportunities, endowments, and adopting a scholar. We would love to invite
you to visit the FFE office at 1270 Oakmead Parkway, Suite 111, Sunnyvale; please come and share your thoughts and
provide valuable feedback.  

Editor’s Note

We were very fortunate to have Mr. Vishrut Parikh taking the responsibility of the editor. He has helped us initiate FFE
newsletters in the current format. Mr. Parikh is ready to pass on the responsibilities to our new editor, Ms. Monique Patel.
We want to thank Mr. Parikh for his help and leadership and wish him all the best for his new home in San Diego. We
welcome Ms. Monique Patel, an experienced author, and blogger. With her experience, we know that FFE newsletters will
become increasingly better in communication with all of our readers. Ramesh Yadava, ED.

French poet, dramatist and novelist, Victor Hugo once said, “He who opens a school door, closes a prison.” How
appropriate those words and how well it fits into the philosophy of FFE. When I first came across FFE, I came away fired
up with enthusiasm. Education is the best gift anyone can give a child. And when that child comes from an underprivileged
section of society, it is the stepping stone to a better life. Prison does not have to be due to a world of crime. You can be
imprisoned in your mind. In your job. By your circumstances. FFE has opened doors to a world of possibilities. In this

http://www.nitishbhartiart.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/rishikesha-krishnan-662601/?ppe=1
http://www.theleelainstitute.org/collective-about/
https://www.facebook.com/anis.chandani.5
http://ffe.liveimpact.org/fundraiser/li/31/D/37394
https://www.facebook.com/FFESanFrancisco/
https://twitter.com/ffe_123
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newsletter, you will read about the amazing work being done by our trustees, volunteers, mentors, and
ex-students. You will discover how students have benefited from the generosity of FFE patrons. You can
learn how to get involved. And get involved you should. It will change your world. As Indian businessman
and philanthropist, Aziz Premji so aptly puts it, “Philanthropy cannot be mandated. It has to come from
within and when it does, it is deeply satisfying.” Thank you, Monika Patel.
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