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Work -based mentoring program in Bangalore- 

felicitating mentors and mentees whose commitment to 

work together towards a goal was celebrated  at the 

showcase event at IIM-B, together with its 

implementing partner, Mentor Together. During the 

last few months, FFE has also heard from numerous 

scholars in the graduating class who had been offered 

employment, won commendations and awards and also 

from a few who also needed additional help in 

achieving their dreams.  More about FFEõs activities 

and our goals towards ensuring FFE scholars achieve 

their full potential through such enrichment programs 

in detail in this edition. 

 
We continue to seek your support as we enrich the 

Scholarship Program (with Skills Training and 

Mentoring leading to employability) - making the FFE 

Scholarship and FFE Scholar unique.  We have an 

exciting year of activities planned ð  

and we hope to see you at one or more  

of the numerous events planned during 

the course of the year. 

 
With best wishes,  

Sudha Kidao 

Managing Trustee, FFE India Trust 

 

 

 

 

Dear Friends, 

 
Hope you have had an exciting start to the new 

financial year as FFE haséwith a busy summer 

planned for our scholars.   FFE welcomed its new 

COO, Ms. Deepa Mahesh who took over the 

operational reins in June 2016. With a strong 

technology background, interest in data analytics and 

in education as a Teach for India Fellow, Deepa has 

over 15 years of corporate experience that she brings 

to her role at FFE India Trust.  We are excited that 

Deepa has joined FFE India Trust during this exciting 

phase of growth and at the start of an exciting 

summer. 

 
The popular and much awaited  2- week residential 

Placement and Work Readiness Summer Training 

Program was launched in June 2016  in Chennai 

(MIT) and continued at 5 additional centres (Delhi, 

Bangalore (2 locations), Gandhinagar and Shibpur) 

along with a Entrepreneurship Training program 

(Gandhinagar) and an Innovative Thinking 

Development Program (Bangalore). Over 350 

students attended these programs which were 

designed to provide students an opportunity to hone 

and learn soft skills, learn ways to prepare and tackle 

job interviews and maximize their performance at 

placement interviews as they enter the final year of 

their Engineering courses.  This effort was 

spearheaded by Neeta Ramnath, a dedicated, 

committed and dynamic volunteer who successfully 

implemented all 8 programs, ably supported by FFEõs 

Bangalore team.    

 
FFE is thankful to the Michael and Susan Dell 

Foundation (MSDF) for funding this initiative, 

partnering with FFE on the curriculum and content, 

and for their support in making employability of FFE 

scholars an important milestone that will undoubtedly 

be transformational. 

 
FFE also celebrated the culmination of its  10-month 

work 

 

Note from the Managing Trustee:  
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 Note from the new COO: 
 

 
It gives me immense pleasure 
to join the FFE-India Trust 
team as the COO.  To say 
that it has been an exciting 2 
months since I joined is an 
understatement.  I have had 
the pleasure and opportunity 
to interact with various stake 
holders within FFE over 
these first two months and I 
can see that there is 
tremendous learning in it for 
me in this short period..   

 
 
 

these first two months and I can see that there is 
tremendous learning in it for me in this short period. 
To add to this, when a student reaches out to an FFE 
member with a òthank you noteó for helping with 
placement or just talking to us with willingness to 
share their anxieties as well as their joy, just like they 
would with their family members, I realized that we 
are not just 
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News & Events 

Summer Training Program (STP) 2016  
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donor companies contribute by leading substantial 

interactive sessions with our students to discuss their 

companyõs corporate work culture, internal 

structure, recruitment goals and placement 

opportunities.  Participating companies included 

Capgemini India Pvt. Limited, Amdocs, Cognizant, 

Caterpillar India Pvt. Ltd., Robert Bosch 

Engineering and Business Solutions Ltd., Boeing 

International Corporation India Private Limited, 

EMC Corporation and KLA -Tencor. 

 
The majority of the training program attendees were 

3rd year students who will be facing campus 

placement interviews later this year.  Students felt 

much more confident and ready for this upcoming 

phase after attending the training program.  For 

many students, STP also offered opportunities to 

learn networking skills and experience 

multiculturalism as they traveled outside their native 

states for the first time and met their fellow scholars 

from colleges across India. 

 

In response to a felt need from our scholars, and based 

on encouraging feedback from FFEõs pilot residential 

Summer Training Program (STP) 2015 held in IIT-

Gandhinagar, we launched 6 similar training programs 

this year across 5 cities ð Bangalore (2 centres), Chennai, 

Delhi, Kolkata and Ahmedabad. Over 300 students 

enrolled and attended these training programs in 6 

centres.  STP 2016 focused on Placement and Work 

Readiness, preparing attendees on various aspects of 

placement including aptitude tests, group discussions, 

personal interviews and resume writing.  The training 

content was designed with specific aim to ensure scholars 

studying in their final year are prepared for the corporate 

recruitment process, thus enhancing their employability.  

Like last year, the program was funded through a 

generous grant from the Michael and Susan Dell 

Foundation (MSDF), along with substantial 

infrastructural support from IIT-Gandhinagar, IIEST-

Shibpur, MS Ramaiah Institute of Technology-

Bangalore, RV College of Engineering-Bangalore, Anna 

University MIT Campus -Chennai and Delhi 

Technological University-Delhi. The training was 

imparted by highly qualified trainers from Innovations 

Unlimited, Focus Academy for Career Enhancement 

and Ethnus. The training also saw a number of our 

donor goals and placement opportunities.  Participating 

companies  

are not just about providing scholarships. This has evolved beyond providing financial assistance and I see a 

tremendous opportunity to make a difference to these scholars beyond their education. 

 
As for my background, having spent about 15 years in the IT & Analytics world, I was looking for areas where 

I could make a direct impact to a few people and that is where I started my journey in the field of education ð 

first as a Teach For India fellow and now at the Foundation for Excellence, both of whom focus on the cause 

that I feel passionate about.  My Teach For India fellowship has helped me gain insights into the challenges of 

economically lower background kids, their eco-system and where they come from.  I also got a chance to 

experience the broken system of how these kids, who progress from grade to grade under difficult 

circumstances, finally land up giving up their education beyond high school. I am looking forward to 

combining my experience in both these worlds to drive meaningful outcomes in my current role at FFE.  Some 

of my immediate areas of  focus would be: 

Going beyond scholarship ð Providing support for employability, industry exposure and placement trainings ð 

An early intervention to ensure that they have the skills required to be job ready; From a technology 

perspective, integration of all the processes around scholarship, donor, alumni, student relationship etc.; 

Greater alumni connect ; Increasing our volunteer base especially in states where we have very few or none. 

 

All in all, there is a lot to be done.  I am excited to be here at FFE and am looking forward to working with 

each and every one of you to make a difference in any way we can. 

Deepa Mahesh, COO, FFE India Trust 

 

 



  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
     
 

 

1M1B Innovation for Employability 
Workshop in Bangalore  
 

1M1B (1 Million for 1 Billion) held a 2 -day 

workshop for FFE scholars at R.V. College of 

Engineering-Bangalore on 11th-12th June 2016.  Led 

by 1M1B Co-Founder Manav Subodh, this 

workshop taught participants how to identify a 

purpose and then solve problems that are important 

to their immediate environment and society in 

areas like education, e-governance and water. It 

encouraged students to think like entrepreneurs, 

while developing their skills in collaboration, 

communication, and idea-creation.   Congratula-    

-tions to 50 FFE scholars who attended the 

workshop. 

 
 
 
Work  

Workshop attendees with the FFE Team 

 
FFE Scholars at Summer Research Internship Program (SRIP) 2016  
 

Every year IIT-Gandhinagar organizes a Summer Research 
Internship Program aimed at building strong ties and 
partnerships between the Institute and other educational 
establishments.  Students and faculty from top institutes 
across the country participate in ongoing research projects 
and receive mentoring from IIT-Gandhinagarõs faculty.   
Congratulations to 4 FFE scholars who were selected and 
completed their summer internship program from June-July 
at IIT -Gandhinagar. These FFE scholars were part of the 
Instituteõs 4th edition of the Internship Program.  FFE is 
grateful to IIT-Gandhinagar for their strong and continued 
support of FFE scholars.  
 
Image (L-R): Suraj Kumar (PESIT-Bangalore) studied 
Evolution of Indian Physicists Network, Pavan Gupta and 
Deepu Tiwari (both from NIT Kurukshetra) worked on 
Linear Stability Analysis of Plane Poiseuille Flow and 
Taylor-Couette Flow while Sweety Tayal (College of 
Engineering and Technology, Bhubaneswar) studied 
Analysis of Road Safety and Driving Behaviour. 

 
 

Taylor-Couette Flow while Sweety Tayal (College of Engineering and Technology, Bhubaneswar) studied 

Analysis of Road Safety and Driving Behaviour. 

Mentorship Program  - &&%ȭÓ !ÎÎÕÁÌ -ÅÎÔÏÒ-Mentee Showcase 
 
FFE hosted its Annual Mentor-Mentee Showcase on 22 
May 2016, in partnership with its partner NGO, Mentor 
Together at IIM-Bangalore. This event brought together 
FFE scholar mentees and mentors who had been working 
closely on the mentorship program for the previous 8-10 
months. The hands-on workshop to help build a òSmart 
Cityó brought together (over 100 participants) FFE scholars 
and mentors, working together in teams to present their 
ideas to the larger audience. FFE is thankful to mentors 
from ACWA Automatics, Autoliv, Robert Bosch, Intel, 
Cisco, Eka, HP, IBM, Sandisk and Volvo for their 
commitment to mentoring FFE scholars and for their 
continued interest and support of our work.  The event 
included a panel discussion with senior management from 
corporates and awarding certificates to mentors and 
mentees. 
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FFE Scholar ð Mohit Sharma  
 

One of the most dedicated FFE Student Coordinators, Mohit is currently in final year 

studying Electrical Engineering from Delhi Technological University (DTU). 

 
Originally from Bulandshahar district in UP, Mohit  lives in Badarpur-Delhi 

with his parents and 2 brothers.  His father works as a security guard at New 

Star Security Pvt. Ltd. while his mother is a homemaker. òAs far as I can 

remember, my father has never had any holiday, not even during festivals.  He 

will come home once in 2-3 days and does all he can to provide for our 

educational needs.  In a day, he travels nearly 50 kilometers every day on his 

bicycle.ó  Mohitõs mother suffered an injury on her right leg from a fall 9 years 

ago.  As they could not afford crucial treatment during that time, this resulted 

in a permanent disability due to which she relies on a cane to sit or stand. òMy 

mother always has pain in her knees. Before I got into college, I used to assist 

my mother with household chores such as cleaning the house, washing clothes 

and utensils, etc.ó  Mohitõs sister is married, while his elder brother just 

completed his engineering degree in Computer Science.  His younger brother 

completed Grade 12 and is currently studying with an aim to join the armed 

forces. 

 
VOICE of SCHOLARS 
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The FFE scholarship plays a significant role as it takes care of part of my college tuition fee. As my annual fee is 
around Rs.70000, my parents are required to borrow money.  As soon as my FFE scholarship arrives, my father 
would take this to repay part of the amount. In other words, excluding my motherõs medical expenses, our 
combined household expenses are nothing compared to my educational expenditure.  The scholarship brings a 
lot of relief to us.  
 

 
for their continued interest and support of our work.  The event included a panel discussion with senior 
management from corporates and awarding certificates to mentors and mentees.  FFE is keen to expand its 
mentorship program and continues to seek volunteer mentors to engage with FFE scholars during this FY.  

 

will  come home once in 2-3 days and does all he can to provide for our educational needs.  In a day, he travels 

nearly 50 kilometers every day on his bicycle.ó  Mohitõs mother suffered an injury on her right leg from a fall 9 

years ago.  As they could not afford crucial treatment during that time, this resulted in a permanent disability 

due to which she relies on a cane to sit or stand. òMy mother always has pain in her knees. Before I got into 

college, I used to assist my mother with household chores such as cleaning the house, washing clothes and 

utensils, etc.ó  Mohitõs sister is married, while his elder brother just completed his engineering degree in 

Computer Science.  His younger brother completed Grade 12 and is currently studying with an aim to join the 

armed forces.  

 

òWe live a very simple life at home.  Even in summer, we do not have cold water to drink so we feel ashamed 

when someone comes and visits us.  Right now survival is the key and we should not focus on wishes that can be 

obtained later.  In college, I am part of the DTU student chapter where I learn new skills and participate at 

various tech fests.  I also teach Physics to Class 11 and 12 students in the campus.  In high school, I was the 

topper and during one competition I won a mobile phone which was my first phone.  Although my school did 

not have the quality it should have as an educational institution, we had some good teachers who still remember 

me today. 

 

After completing my studies, my first priority would be to get a job in a reputed organization in my core field 

and look after my family.  I am also preparing for GATE to get into a PSU so I can become an IES officer.  

From my experience in college, I have observed and learnt many things about the educational scenario in a 

middle class society.  I would like to help students who not only wish to study engineering, but also deserve to 

study, at least in my area.  By help I mean to give guidance and financial help to needy students in the future.  I 

would always continue to keep spreading FFEõs message in the future as well. 

 

The FFE scholarship plays a significant role as it takes care of part of my college tuition fee. As my annual fee is 

around Rs.70000, my parents are required to borrow money.  As soon as my FFE scholarship arrives, my father 

would take this to repay part of the amount. In other words, excluding my motherõs medical expenses, our 

combined household expenses are nothing compared to my educational expenditure.  The scholarship brings a 

lot of relief to us.  

 

Mohit is supported by the Michael and Susan Dell Foundation (MSDF) through FFE. 

 



 FFE Alumnus ð Santosh Subbudhi 

 

Alumnus donor Santosh is currently working as a Scientific Officer in a Govt. of India-based research organization.  He was 

awarded the Homi Bhabha National Award in 2012 for excellent performance in a one year training program. 

 

òLet me briefly mention my story since I graduated from school. It 

was June, 2004; I had managed to score well in 10th class, enough to 

get me a seat in a government college for 12th (Intermediate). I got 

admitted in Khallikote Jr College, Berhampur (one of the best 

colleges in Odisha). The best part was the tuition fee which was 

minimal. During this time my family was not doing well financially 

and the news of me getting admission in a government college 

brought some hope into our lives, but the journey had just started. 

Though the admission fees were less, books had to be bought and 

there were other related expenses.  Gradually, it was getting difficult 

for my family to manage the study expenses of my sister who was still 

in school and me.  I have a very modest family background. My 

father is a shopkeeper (sells pickles and papads).  We do not own any 

property. 

 

That is when I came to know about FFE scholarships for meritorious and poor students.  I at once contacted one of 

the facilitators in Berhampur area, Dr. Nalini Devi. She inquired about my financial position and about my 

academics. She was more than happy to help me apply for the scholarship. After arranging the necessary 

documents, I applied for the scholarship and after a few months I got intimation that I have been awarded the 

scholarship.  It was great news for my family and me.  The scholarship helped in meeting my study expenses and in 

2006, I successfully finished my intermediate studies and scored a decent 80%. 

 

After a year of preparation, I got admission in College of Engineering and Technology, Bhubaneswar for B.Tech in 

Electrical Engineering.  The course fees was almost 1/5 (or lesser) of other private colleges, but it was still a big 

amount for our family.  The meager income we had from the shop could in no way get us through this.  As a result, 

we started looking for an education loan.  Despite the great hype about 'mortgage free education loans up to 4 Lacs 

available for studentsõ, most of the banks shut their doors on us on the grounds that we did not own any property. 

Even with my excellent academic background, no bank would pay heed to our request for an education loan. 

 

Fortunately, Indian Overseas Bank, Gajapati Nagar branch agreed to give us a loan on a condition that we 

regularly pay the loan interest during my studies. We had no other option and agreed to their terms; after joining 

college; I contacted FFE office based in Bhubaneswar.  There, I met Shri L.N.Das and Shri S.C.Choudhury. They 

were very kind and patient.  They then asked me to apply for FFEõs Loan assistance scholarship program.  I did the 

same and after few months I was delighted to hear the news that I had been awarded the scholarship.  It was a very 

emotional moment for my family and me.  The scholarship amount was sufficient to pay the loan interest and the 

bank continued to give the next installments of the loan. 

 

I successfully graduated from college in June 2011 with four job offers (Companies: TCS, JSPL, L&TIES and a 

Govt. of India based Research Organization) and FFE has played a big role in this success. Starting from my 

intermediate course till my graduation, FFE has provided me the much needed financial assistance and helped me 

focus on my career.  I will always be grateful to the FFE family for this and will try to further FFEõs cause in the 

best of my capacity.ó 
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 VOLUNTEER SPEAK ɀ Facilitator  
 

 
Volunteer Speak  
 
Suresh Ranjan Goduka     

Assam                                                                       

 

One of the few Facilitators from the North ð East, India Today listed Mr. Goduka among 

Indiaõs ô35 young achieversõ who have shown determination, innovation and courage.  He 

was awarded a Junior Fellowship in Cultural Economics by Ministry of Culture, Govt. of 

India and also received a TATA-RGVN (Rashtriya Gramin Vikas Nidhi) Senior 

Fellowship. 

 

Armed with a double Masters Degree (Communication & Journalism, Statistics),  Mr. Goduka has  been a 

development communication activist with over two decades of experience across newspaper, magazine, radio, 

television, documentary films, public opinion research and development organizations.  Appointed on service 

contract by United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) as an expert on mission in democratic electoral 

management, he served at the Chief Electoral Office of Assam.  He has been Editor and Publisher of Jeevan 

Magazine since 2005. 

 

Mr. Goduka founded a volunteersõ association, Jeevan Initiative, and conceived the Brahmaputra Campaign and 

Natural Drinks Campaign.  He initiated Good News Archive and Jeevan Youth Assembly for free-of-charge one-

to-one student mentoring and interaction sessions with motivators. Jeevan Mels are organized mostly in remote 

areas for public sharing of dreams and ideas.  As Creative Head of Programmes at Channel DY364, he made a 

documentary film called ôOn the Roads of Life (English-Assamese/37m)õ.  Alongside this, Mr. Goduka scripted 

18 short films of the Discover India series telecast on the Discovery Channel, two documentaries for Public 

Service Broadcasting Trust ð one of which screened at the UNESCO-PSBT Festival of Reality Films ð and other 

nonfiction projects.   He received Prag Cine Award for film criticism.  

 

Mr. Goduka first heard about FFE from Ankur Bora of the Assam Foundation of North America.  Later, he was 

introduced to US-based FFE Coordinator Chandan Talukdar, and thus became associated with FFE.  Mr. 

Goduka, and his entire team at Jeevan Initiative, get involved in the process of identifying potential FFE scholars, 

some of whom are children of daily wage earners, a carpenter, victims of bomb blasts and others.  Two of these 

scholars identified are currently studying in IIT.             .  

 
New Corporate Donor:  
 
Axtria India Private Limited is a Big Data and Analytics company which combines industry knowledge, 
analytics and technology to deliver solutions that help their clients make better data driven decisions.  Axtria 
granted funds to FFE towards awarding scholarships for Engineering students across the country.  FFE is 

grateful to Axtria for partnering with us to promote Engineering education in India. 
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FFE Renewal Scholarship 2016-17 
 
The Scholarship Renewal Season begins in August this year.  Students should check their emails (and spam 
folder) and follow the instructions sent by the Scholarship Team.  Students are requested to submit their 
applications and necessary documents within the deadline to avoid any penalties. 



  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Employee Feature  
 

Prathima Venkatesh 

Sr. Manager ð Donor Relations  

 
Prathima  has been associated with FFE for almost 
5 years since she started volunteering in September 
2011. Very soon she was inducted as a full time 
employee within the Donor and External Relations 
team. Currently Prathima leads the Donor 
Relations team and is responsible to establish, 
build and nurture productive relationship with 
FFE donors and Corporate partners at local, 
regional and national levels.  Prathima implements 
donor marketing and ensures effective donor 
servicing. Her responsibility also includes 
managing existing alliances and partnerships with 
Individuals/  Corporates /Foundations. 
 

Prathima holds a degree in Science (B.Sc.), and Masters degree in Library and Information Science (M.L.I.Sc.) 

from Mysore University. Prathima is fond of Classical music and loves to travel. who appoints FFE Student 

Coordinators across a large number of  

 
 
 
 

  Donate   

Scholarships: shekharsastri@ffe.org/ 99000 76280 

Donors: prathima@ffe.org/ 98805 47390 

Alumni: akanksha@ffe.org/  99025 04477 

Student Relations: jenika@ffe.org/ 8861339555  

Editor: alyssa@ffe.org/ 81054 44220      
 

 

CONTACT 

Foundation For Excellence India Trust, #840, MHT House, 1st Floor, 5th Main, Indiranagar 1st Stage,       

Bengaluru 560 038,   Phone: +91 80 2520 1925,  www.ffe.org 

 

For Alumni  

CONNECT WITH US: 

FFE Scholars who attended the Summer Training Program (Kolkata Centre) at IIEST-Shibpur with Mr. Debasish Mitter, 
Country Director, India �� Michael and Susan Dell Foundation (MSDF) 

FFE is proud to announce that it has been awarded the certification for ôDesirable Normsõ by Credibility 
Alliance and the ôAdvanced Level ð GuideStar India Goldõ award.  The FFE Scholarship Program has also 
been approved by BSE Sammaan - an initiative of Confederation of Indian Industry (CII), BSE and Indian 

Institute of Corporate Affairs (IICA) .  Read more about it on our website. 
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